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STAGE FLASH

Date:			12 April 2026
Day: 			4					Flash N°:	18
Special stage:	SS17 (Bribir - Novi Vinodolski)	Distance:	14.17 km
Weather:		Warm and sunny	
Road conditions:	Notably cleaner than legs one and two
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Car #99. OLIVER SOLBERG/ELLIOTT EDMONDSON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Using hard compound front tyres and soft compound rear tyres, Solberg goes fastest in 7m10.7s. “What a stage to wake up to. It wasn’t the best stage. Quite a lot of understeer at the beginning. Struggled a little bit with the tyres but it wasn’t so bad towards the end.”

Car #33. ELFYN EVANS/SCOTT MARTIN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Hard compound front tyres, soft compound rear tyres. “Not committed enough from my side for sure. There were some places that were quite good, others not so much. Let’s see [what we can do about it].”

Car #95. JON ARMSTRONG/SHANE BYRNE (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
Hard compound tyres front and rear. “It didn’t feel like such a bad run to be honest, okay it’s quite a different character to yesterday. The car was working quite well. I’m sure on the last bit that was quite fast you can go a little bit faster with the aero, just testing to gauge that and maybe it hasn’t been the most easy so we’ll see if we can improve. Okay at the same time it’s not close but we can improve.”

Car #16. ADRIEN FOURMAUX/ALEXANDRE CORIA (HYUNDAI I20 N RALLY1)
“I have to say we are happy to be back, thanks to the team who fixed the car. I have to say thanks to the hospitality we had yesterday [from the Croatian family close to where we retired]. Now we’re trying to get some extra points on the board for Super Sunday.”

Car #55. JOSH McERLEAN/EOIN TREACY (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
“It’s so committed down that hill, if you go one inch wrong you’ll hit a rock it’s a big mess. We changed a lot overnight to save for Canaries. The feeling was not so bad, times okay whenever you compare it to people but let’s try more.”

Car #20. HAYDEN PADDON/JOHN KENNARD (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“It’s a nice stage, it’s obviously quite flying, probably didn’t quite get the tyre choice right, I was expecting there to be a bit less grip so today seems to be quite a different day comapted to the previous two days. But a nice Sunday drive.

Car #5. SAMI PAJARI/MARKO SALMINEN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“We’re trying to keep some flow on the driving. Actually, the stage was surprisingly tricky with the amount of pollution on the road, I was not expecting so bad. But it’s okay.”

Car #18. TAKAMOTO KATSUTA/AARON JOHNSTON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“It was okay. It was more dirty than expected. I just wanted to make sure everything is fine."












Car #11. THIERRY NEUVILLE/MARTIJN WYDAEGHE (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
Running hard compound tyres front and rear, Neuville leads Croatia Rally by 1m16.7s. “I think the tyres are not too bad to be honest. Struggling a bit with understeer, anyhow when you’re not attacking everything feels a bit strange. Today the condition is for hard tyres so for me there’s no question about that. We made some set-up changes and it didn’t feel as comfortable as yesterday. But, anyhow, we have no pressure and we just need to get to the finish. [We changed] the front diff, springs and a bit of other stuff.”

Car #29. YOHAN ROSSEL/ARNAUD DUNAND (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
“To continue, to do no mistake, it’s not easy to be large in every corner but we need to continue like that.”

Car #21. LÉO ROSSEL/GUILLAUME MERCOIRET (CITROËN C3 RALLY2)
“Okay, my stage is really clean. It’s a very, very fast stage. I think my strategy is correct. We’ll see all day but, for the moment, it’s just perfect.”

Car #22. ROOPE KORHONEN/ANSSI VIINIKKA (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“At the moment we can’t do better. I don’t know why these roads are really difficult for us. We have to go home and work.”

Car #28. NIKOLAY GRYAZIN/KONSTANTIN ALEKSANDROV (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
“For sure [Léo Rossel] is the target but the brothers of the Rossels know how to drive these clean stages when you need to just drive like a circuit racer. Sure it will be a big challenge for me just to catch them. I need to try this but I don’t feel really good on the stage somehow. I don’t know if it’s easy to judge the corner but somehow it’s nervous.”

Car #30. ALEJANDRO CACHÓN (TOYOTA GT YARIS RALLY2)
“Looking at the times I’m not very happy. It’s a very fast stage for a Sunday morning, I try but also I don’t want to make a mistake so it’s difficult. It’s difficult in these fast sections to have the confidence to push.”

Car #23. ROBERTO DAPRÁ/LUCA GUGLIELMETTI (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“Not so good, we can do much better. I thought we had a puncture front-right in the downhill so we lost a bit maybe in the middle of the stage. From inside I thought something worst than this so not bad for the first stage of the day.”

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
https://www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiaRally/
https://www.instagram.com/croatiarally/
https://x.com/croatia_rally
https://www.youtube.com/@CroatiaRally
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