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STAGE FLASH

Date:			11 April 2026
Day: 			3					Flash N°:	17
Special stage:	SS16 (Platak)				Distance:	16.26 km
Weather:		Warm and sunny	
Road conditions:	Mainly dry, some damp, snow on side of the road in places, mud and leaves
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Car #99. OLIVER SOLBERG/ELLIOTT EDMONDSON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Stops to change front-right puncture at 6.9 kilometres. “Just a puncture. I don't know. It was a bit strange, but it’s okay. I’ve had punctures and won the other stages, so in that sense, it's good. It’s positive for tomorrow.”

Car #33. ELFYN EVANS/SCOTT MARTIN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“Puncture risk is massive in here, and especially today, it’s been huge. A lot of drama out there today. It’s not been much use to be fair. The stages have been so varied, the new ones have far too much cutting. It’s at the point where it’s not really rallying anymore. You need more of a gravel car in some of them. For me the stages were a bit better in the previous edition. Let’s see what’s possible tomorrow. The stages are quite different so let’s see.” 

Car #95. JON ARMSTRONG/SHANE BYRNE (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
“The beginning was quite narrow with some cuts but for sure on the wide roads it was difficult to get a rhythm with the soft tyres. It’s difficult to stop them from sliding and overheating. Still a good time, it’s never bad if you’re that far away from these guys. Okay we need to keep learning and we’ll keep getting close and that’s why we’ll try to do. We were trying some set-up changes in here for tomorrow where it’s a bit more smooth. Tomorrow we’ll use the hard tyre if we can if the weather conditions are suitable because they’re so much more high-load and abrasive. It’s all learning, we need to get better now for Canarias.”

Car #55. JOSH McERLEAN/EOIN TREACY (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
“I’m not sure if you’ve seen the rear left at the moment, but basically that’s from the second stage of the loop and we’ve had to jump-start the car after every refuel. No one’s gave up in the team, even in the tyre fitting zones and Eoin especially – to do the job he’s doing at the moment to try and manage it. Maybe the timesheets don’t say all the work that’s been to get here, but yeah, it’s a nice relief to come with everything in white and no red dials on my dash."

Car #20. HAYDEN PADDON/JOHN KENNARD (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“It started off alright but then we had to change the plan a bit. We have been walking on eggshells. It is difficult when you are driving to avoid a puncture."

Car #18. TAKAMOTO KATSUTA/AARON JOHNSTON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“A big shame because we were very trying to manage well. It went quite well until that long stage on the second pass. I was trying to avoid those things but unfortunately it happened. It was a proper, proper lottery. Even on some gravel rallies we didn’t have that many stones on the road. It’s just crazy but let’s see what we can do. We’ll try our best to find some more confidence tomorrow.”

Car #11. THIERRY NEUVILLE/MARTIJN WYDAEGHE (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“I don’t know, it just clicks this weekend. The car was from the beginning feeling better than on the rallies and step by step we were able to improve it at the beginning of the event and now we have something I am more or less comfortable with and we were able to fight with the other guys because the conditions are very challenging and somehow we were able to go at a good speed. 







The most important is to feel comfortable in the car. If you don’t you can’t do anything. This weekend I really feel good in the car and I’m enjoying it.”

Car #5. SAMI PAJARI/MARKO SALMINEN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“It has been a tough afternoon. We are still on the podium positions so I should be happy for that but I’m not able to find so many positives about the afternoon still. Tomorrow is another day, one day to go and you never now but still I’m quite gutted.”

Car #29. YOHAN ROSSEL/ARNAUD DUNAND (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
“It was a good Saturday for sure. The plan now is to do the same on Sunday. It will be not easy tomorrow. Maybe more easy with the dirty part, no cuts. If you cut you immediately have a puncture. Just keep focused on what we want to do tomorrow and it will be great for Lancia.”

Car #28. NIKOLAY GRYAZIN/KONSTANTIN ALEKSANDROV (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
“All okay, so different from the first pass. For sure it was difficult in some places to avoid the cuts because the line seems to be going in the cuts but I have marks that say ‘don’t cut’. I believe my marks so I don’t want to break the rules and I’m not taking the proper line and sometimes I am going outside in the dust conditions so not perfect.”

Car #30. ALEJANDRO CACHÓN (TOYOTA GT YARIS RALLY2)
“I always try to catch the guy in front. Tomorrow the stages are quite fast. If it's clear in the morning, I think they will be sleeping and I will try to close the gap. We have to prepare good the stages for tomorrow so let’s see what happens.”

Car #21. LÉO ROSSEL/GUILLAUME MERCOIRET (CITROËN C3 RALLY2)
“It’s amazing. Tomorrow the plan is easy. One Yohan and two me and Guillaume. Today the car is really good, more easy after yesterday. Really happy with my rhythm today. We will see for tomorrow, just four stages but it’s always hard.”

Car #22. ROOPE KORHONEN/ANSSI VIINIKKA (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“It’s a really good day for us, no mistakes and no punctures. In some stages the pace was quite okay and we are happy. This Tarmac thing is getting better and better all the time. Let’s see. A big day ahead. Our target before the rally was a top five. The main target tomorrow is to go to the finish line.”

Car #32. ROMET JÜRGENSON/SIIM OJA (FORD FIESTA RALLY2)
“With the punctures it kind of dropped our mood. In terms of performance it was kind of an up and down day, yesterday was better for sure but it’s difficult to have a strong day in this kind of competition. It’s crazy how fast everyone is. You need to be on it basically every stage to be on top but that’s what I’m aiming for in the future. I hope we can find something for this car because when it’s going on a wider road we kind of struggle with our driving as well and the set-up so we try to find something.”

Car #31. EMIL LINDHOLM/GABRIEL MORALES (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“It’s okay pace-wise, a lot of ifs and buts but surely we had some issues so we’re going to get to the bottom of that. But we can be happy with the fact we were fast. We had punctures, some clear, some not so clear so we need to look into that.”

Car #23. ROBERTO DAPRÁ/LUCA GUGLIELMETTI (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“There was a big stone inside the line and when we hit it we jumped out like one metre and a half and hit some rocks over there so we were lucky. We opened a bit the rear-right wheel so lucky to be here. Very happy, not for the second stage but still a good time for us, unlucky for the last one but it could be more worse and we are happy.”







ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
https://www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiaRally/
https://www.instagram.com/croatiarally/
https://x.com/croatia_rally
https://www.youtube.com/@CroatiaRally
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