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STAGE FLASH

Date:			11 April 2026
Day: 			3					Flash N°:	15
Special stage:	SS14 (Generalski Stol - Zdihovo)	Distance:	22.48 km
Weather:		Warm and sunny	
Road conditions:	Dry but lots of gravel on the road
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Car #99. OLIVER SOLBERG/ELLIOTT EDMONDSON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Minor front-left wheel rim damage. “It’s like a gravel rally, it’s insane. It’s so easy… small, small mistake and all is gone, it’s absolutely crazy. Tricky, obviously this morning was not that dirty so now a big difference. Good practice.”

Car #33. ELFYN EVANS/SCOTT MARTIN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Minor front-left wheel rim damage. “Horrible. All my cutting lines have all gone to pot. People are cutting… I’m not sure if they’re trying to find a shortcut somewhere, I’m not sure. It’s unbelievable.”

Car #95. JON ARMSTRONG/SHANE BYRNE (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
Stops to change a front-right puncture at 8.7 kilometres. Runs up a bank on a right-hand corner, heavy impact. 
“Pretty annoying to be fair, we knew from recce…” Audio cut mid-interview.

Car #55. JOSH McERLEAN/EOIN TREACY (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
Completes the stage with a front-right puncture and cracked front-left wheel rim. “We got a puncture six or seven kilometres from the end. It was on the limit of changing. It’s full gravel road in there. It’s not hard to make a puncture. God only knows.”

Car #20. HAYDEN PADDON/JOHN KENNARD (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
Completes the stage with a front-left puncture. “It’s a lottery in there for punctures you’re just hitting rocks everywhere and the thing is you have to because you’ve got to follow the clean line. There are rocks everywhere. We were lucky because we could have got another six punctures before that.”

Car #18. TAKAMOTO KATSUTA/AARON JOHNSTON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Completes stage with a front-left puncture. “Basically, like a small cut or something we had in the pacenote there was a rock or something, then we got a puncture and after we couldn’t stop. Really annoying to be honest.”

Car #11. THIERRY NEUVILLE/MARTIJN WYDAEGHE (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
Takes the lead of the rally “What a stage, this is a hell of a stage, but I was enjoying it and had a good run. Very satisfied with my luck, it seems like we are in the lead now. Still a long way to go but no we need to keep it safe.”

Car #5. SAMI PAJARI/MARKO SALMINEN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Stops to change a front-right puncture and loses the lead of the Croatia Rally. “That’s it, I have no idea where I got it. It is what it is.”

Car #29. YOHAN ROSSEL/ARNAUD DUNAND (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
“It’s incredible crazy, for sure it’s very challenging. You are between push and keep this advantage. I’m happy to finish this stage.”








Car #28. NIKOLAY GRYAZIN/KONSTANTIN ALEKSANDROV (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
“Some technical stuff, I don’t really know but I don’t have an alarm so I need to check.”

Car #30. ALEJANDRO CACHÓN (TOYOTA GT YARIS RALLY2)
Completes stage with a slow right-rear puncture. “It looks like I cannot do a clean stage without trouble so it’s a bit frustrating. I was trying for sure. I was a bit wide on a corner, out of the line, I could do nothing.”

Car #21. LÉO ROSSEL/GUILLAUME MERCOIRET (CITROËN C3 RALLY2)
“Wow, very, very hard. Honestly I like this stage but it’s completely, completely destroyed. The time is so good and the feeling very well. But it’s not finished.”

Car #22. ROOPE KORHONEN/ANSSI VIINIKKA (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
Spins on a left-hand corner nearing the stage finish. “I think this stage is not for us. Unbelievable. We spun a couple of corners before the finish. Luckily nothing happened. That’s part of the game.”

Car #24. ARTHUR PELAMOURGUES/BASTIEN POUGET (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY2)
Off the road at 5.9 kilometres.

Car #32. ROMET JÜRGENSON/SIIM OJA (FORD FIESTA RALLY2)
“I didn’t really have any rhythm in there, the softs are just overheating so much. I don’t know, I just didn’t have any feeling at all. It was difficult but hopefully on the next one we can push.”

Car #31. EMIL LINDHOLM/GABRIEL MORALES (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“It was a completely run. Surely it was not the best tyre choice, but the gravel crew had done a good job. A lot of cuts on this one but they were well marked so I had the confidence to go and push.”

Car #23. ROBERTO DAPRÁ/LUCA GUGLIELMETTI (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
Front-left wheel rim damage. “We drive very carefully from kilometre four to 10 where there was all the big rocks so we know where we lost all the time on this stage. I also had a hit in the rear left. We will see for the next two stages.”

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
https://www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiaRally/
https://www.instagram.com/croatiarally/
https://x.com/croatia_rally
https://www.youtube.com/@CroatiaRally
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