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STAGE FLASH

Date:			11 April 2026
Day: 			3					Flash N°:	10
Special stage:	SS9 (Platak)				Distance:	16.26 km
Weather:		Overcast and cloudy	
Road conditions:	Mainly dry, some damp, snow on side of the road in places, mud and leaves
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Car #99. OLIVER SOLBERG/ELLIOTT EDMONDSON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Restarting on leg two, Solberg’s 8m36.8s is the fastest of all. He opts for hard compound tyres on the front, soft compound tyres on the rear. “Of course starting first helps, I am very disappointed after yesterday, really sad. Feeling has been so good in the car. First time trying the hard tyre yesterday was a bit optimistic from my side when I’ve never tried it before. Anyway, it’s part of the game, part of the learning. It was very expensive learning. Today is a new day to learn, to keep improving. The feeling is good in the car and the speed on Tarmac, I just need to learn a few more things. I’m still quite fresh in this car, I’m just trying to learn to go full attack tomorrow.”

Car #33. ELFYN EVANS/SCOTT MARTIN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
With hard compound tyres all round, Evans, who has also restarted on leg two following his crash on Friday, goes second quickest, 7.3s down on Solberg. “Not the best start for us. I had a lot of places that I didn’t plan to cut and Oliver had gone. That was a bit disturbing but a good time from him. Maybe not quite the same level of push as yesterday. Just to get through, learn what we can and get ready for tomorrow.”

Car #95. JON ARMSTRONG/SHANE BYRNE (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
With a full soft compound formation, Armstrong’s return to action nets the fifth fastest time. “Honestly it didn’t feel too bad. At the start it was a bit tricky in the narrow bit, just having the confidence with the actual grip. Difficult to say where we lost all the time. For sure at the end we could have improved on the wide road, not a great start but we’ll see if we can improve on the next one. Little bit [of a fuel smell in here] but probably nothing to worry about.”

Car #55. JOSH McERLEAN/EOIN TREACY (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
“It was okay. It’s a stage that most people know. I was trying to carry speed but it was a bit hot. Let’s try to focus and go into the next one. Keep pushing but we need to up it.”

Car #16. ADRIEN FOURMAUX/ALEXANDRE CORIA (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“There is a lot of dust in the stage, I didn’t expect so much dirt. There’s a lot of leaves and dirt. For sure it’s not ideal. Also I didn’t take much risks but the pollution makes the road quite tricky.”

Car #20. HAYDEN PADDON/JOHN KENNARD (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“A lot of leaves on the road, that makes it really hard to read the grip because you can’t actually see what’s under the leaves, whether it’s mud or gravel or anything. I was definitely way too tentative. That’s obviously the position we’re in. When you’re not sure you struggle a bit. We’ve made some small changes in a similar direction to yesterday. The stages are a little bit different today as well so we’ve got to keep that in mind.”

Car #18. TAKAMOTO KATSUTA/AARON JOHNSTON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“We’re doing our best, I think nobody expected so much dirty on this stage. There are a lot of leaves and basically no chance… you cannot guess. There are a lot of leaves on the inside and you have zero grip. It’s not easy.”








Car #11. THIERRY NEUVILLE/MARTIJN WYDAEGHE (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“It was an okay stage, it’s super-super dirty, more than yesterday because it’s a lot of leaves and dirt on the road so the grip was not easy to judge and in the downhill the rear was moving quite a lot. But I stayed committed without overdriving and I think the time is not too bad.”

Car #5. SAMI PAJARI/MARKO SALMINEN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Goes third quickest and extends lead to 13.8s over Neuville. “I tried to push in the places I feel I can but in many places I could see with my eye there are a lot of leaves or something. But you really don’t know if you get the grip or not. It’s really tricky to judge. But compared to Thierry and Taka it’s okay.”

Car #29. YOHAN ROSSEL/ARNAUD DUNAND (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
With a combination of four soft tyres and two hards, Rossel maintains his advantage in WRC2 with the stage win. “It’s a tricky one, especially at the beginning. It’s more or less okay for me. The feeling was not easy at the beginning if you know if you can cut or not. But it will be a long day and we need to keep the concentration.”

Car #28. NIKOLAY GRYAZIN/KONSTANTIN ALEKSANDROV (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
Choosing three softs and three hards for the morning loop, Gryazin was 4.0s slower than team-mate Rossel in fifth. “We had a different approach with the tyre choice, maybe this, maybe the driving style, but I was feeling okay. Let’s see on the full loop what will pay off.”

Car #30. ALEJANDRO CACHÓN (TOYOTA GT YARIS RALLY2)
“It’s a very tricky stage with a lot of cuts and a lot of risk of puncture is quite high so I take it easy. I know today is going to be a long day and very difficult and the other guys know the stages quite well. Let’s see, step by step, the rally is still long and I’m quite relaxed.”

Car #21. LÉO ROSSEL/GUILLAUME MERCOIRET (CITROËN C3 RALLY2)
“It was a good stage, better after yesterday. The first section is really, really hard, a lot of cut in the corner after the WRC. For the first stage today, all good, no problem.” 

Car #22. ROOPE KORHONEN/ANSSI VIINIKKA (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“Quite tricky stage, there were a lot of places where you could have punctures, so I was a bit careful but otherwise okay.”

Car #35. YUKI YAMAMOTO/JAMES FULTON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“That’s okay, just much more dirtier than expected in the narrow sections so I took it easy. In the second part, the downhill, it’s really nice, like racing style. I like this stage but still a long way to go.”

Car #24. ARTHUR PELAMOURGUES/BASTIEN POUGET (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY2)
“It’s good, it’s our first time in this one. I have to improve my driving but that’s not so bad, I think.”

Car #32. ROMET JÜRGENSON/SIIM OJA (FORD FIESTA RALLY2)
“Not too bad, obviously softs on the last part overheated, not ideal in terms of that. Anyway our idea is to push on the next one, it suits the car as well. I’m looking forward. [Our puncture yesterday] it’s our luck this year, I have accepted it already. It doesn’t matter too much, we will still go forward.”

Car #31. EMIL LINDHOLM/GABRIEL MORALES (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
Completes stage with a puncture. “It was a loose stone like third or fourth corner of the stage, quite a narrow place. One rock exactly where the left tyre was supposed to go. I don’t know what to say anymore. This rally wasn’t supposed to be for us.”









Car #23. ROBERTO DAPRÁ/LUCA GUGLIELMETTI (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“Very tricky, now starting today a bit behind it’s more polluted in places. But I expect something worse. The time is not so bad so let’s keep the pace and let’s see what happens in the next one because it will be very difficult for sure.”

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
https://www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiaRally/
https://www.instagram.com/croatiarally/
https://x.com/croatia_rally
https://www.youtube.com/@CroatiaRally
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