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STAGE FLASH

Date:			11 April 2026
Day: 			3					Flash N°:	13
Special stage:	SS12 (Pećurkovo Brdo - 		Distance:	9.11 km
Mrežnički Novaki)	
Weather:		Sunny with cloudy patches	
Road conditions:	Dry but mud and gravel on the road in places
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Car #99. OLIVER SOLBERG/ELLIOTT EDMONDSON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Makes it four stage wins. “The soft tyre definitely works. I should have just understood it earlier. I feel good, the car is good. I just try to drive clean and do good stages. All the time learning and learning the different surfaces, which are changing all the time. I feel ready for tomorrow.”

Car #33. ELFYN EVANS/SCOTT MARTIN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“I’m feeling a lot better, a lot more grip for me in here. Not the correct call this morning but we were in a position where we could afford to experiment, nothing really lost.”

Car #95. JON ARMSTRONG/SHANE BYRNE (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
“It’s a stage that’s well known. So, so slippery but I’m quite happy letting the car glide and slide so we had a good run in there. We can improve in a couple of places but, to be fair, to be on the same time as the championship leaders is not too bad. It’s such so slippery Tarmac in there that you have to let the car go on its own rhythm and let it feel the road and keep it on the slide. It’s a little bit less like Tarmac driving but it’s quite enjoyable when you get the hang of it.”

Car #55. JOSH McERLEAN/EOIN TREACY (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
“We’re lucky we got here.”

Car #16. ADRIEN FOURMAUX/ALEXANDRE CORIA (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
Crashes at 7.2 kilometres. Stops with suspension damage.

Car #20. HAYDEN PADDON/JOHN KENNARD (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“The conditions are a bit more consistent in here. It’s obviously pretty slippery throughout. We put the soft tyres back on and it seemed to be alright. Bad to see Adrien parked up and once we saw that we backed it off a little bit more. We’ll keep to our plan.

Car #18. TAKAMOTO KATSUTA/AARON JOHNSTON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“I’m just pissed off with the last one. I didn’t want to take too much risk on that long one. I really have to bring her back but it cost a lot because I was losing time. But it’s okay like this when you have more grip and you know what is coming but it’s easy.”

Car #11. THIERRY NEUVILLE/MARTIJN WYDAEGHE (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“Sliding a lot, on the braking there was a pothole and I lost the steering completely out of my hands so I went in the dirt and lost a lot of time.”

Car #5. SAMI PAJARI/MARKO SALMINEN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Extends lead over Neuville to 12.4s. “It’s feeling good. If I saw correctly it’s quicker again than Thierry so that’s good. Let’s see what the second pass will bring us. He was a little confusing. We saw Alex showing thumbs up but we didn’t see the car so I didn’t know if I should back off and be aware of something.”







Car #29. YOHAN ROSSEL/ARNAUD DUNAND (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
“Everything is good to be honest. I was a bit cautious on the last one, especially the dirty part. Most difficult on the next pass. Everything is good for the moment.”

Car #28. NIKOLAY GRYAZIN/KONSTANTIN ALEKSANDROV (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
No quote available.

Car #30. ALEJANDRO CACHÓN (TOYOTA GT YARIS RALLY2)
Completes stage with front-left puncture. “I hit a rock on the inside.”

Car #21. LÉO ROSSEL/GUILLAUME MERCOIRET (CITROËN C3 RALLY2)
“I’m just happy to be always here after the last stage. This stage was really, really fun. It’s my first pass here and the time is just fine.”

Car #22. ROOPE KORHONEN/ANSSI VIINIKKA (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“This was really, really nice stage. I tried a bit to push because I know the other guys know this stage but it’s new for us. One mistake in one stage, only one but otherwise quite clean morning loop.”

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
https://www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiaRally/
https://www.instagram.com/croatiarally/
https://x.com/croatia_rally
https://www.youtube.com/@CroatiaRally
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