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STAGE FLASH

Date:			12 April 2026
Day: 			4					Flash N°:	19
Special stage:	SS18 (Alan - Senj)			Distance:	14.56 km
Weather:		Warm and sunny	
Road conditions:	Notably cleaner than legs one and two
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Car #99. OLIVER SOLBERG/ELLIOTT EDMONDSON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Using hard compound front tyres and soft compound rear tyres, Solberg goes fastest again in 7m03.2s. “It’s a tricky stage because I think starting first here was not the best because so much dust on top and really slippery. I wasn’t really committed, it was not fantastic, it was very, very slippery.”

Car #33. ELFYN EVANS/SCOTT MARTIN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Hard compound tyres front and rear. “Not the best rhythm down towards the end there but okay. Pretty fast, good at the start for us but the section in the middle, which is extremely slippery, but other than that it was okay.”

Car #95. JON ARMSTRONG/SHANE BYRNE (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
Hard compound tyres front and rear. “I think the time’s quite good considering how I was driving. Bit tricky. It’s very, very shiny in the middle part, like so slippery and when it come to be more race track like you really need to be able to drive smooth and know that you can take the line you want. But if you start to get a bit of slip or understeer it’s quite difficult to be smooth. It’s a bit of a tricky one but we just keep trying and will make some changes for the next one.”

Car #16. ADRIEN FOURMAUX/ALEXANDRE CORIA (HYUNDAI I20 N RALLY1)
“Alex… I don’t know where is the pacenotes actually, so we need to have a look. Probably in the back of seat I don’t know, let’s see. Actually, the stage is beautiful, it’s a very demanding one especially for the brakes, very demanding, the grip is very slow. I had a clean stage, I try.”

Car #55. JOSH McERLEAN/EOIN TREACY (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
“You definitely think you’re somewhere else, but the stage, it's quite tricky, it's getting a bit dirty already and the grip's always changing, so I just need to commit more on the back section where you need to go deep on the brakes."

Car #20. HAYDEN PADDON/JOHN KENNARD (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“We know what the goal is today, enjoying it though, trying a lot of things we’re using it as a bit of a test session as well. Different grip levels on this stage, they’re amazing stages today, if the whole rally was like this it would be a lot of fun. Good practice for the Canary Islands for the people who are going there.”

Car #5. SAMI PAJARI/MARKO SALMINEN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“Let’s see. It’s all under control but it’s quite tricky still, some pollution here and there, so it’s tricky to find the proper feeling to, in a way push, but to be clean at the same time. It’s not easy.” 

Car #18. TAKAMOTO KATSUTA/AARON JOHNSTON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“It’s okay, nothing special, for sure on the Power Stage we can try something but so far it doesn’t feel so good, struggling a lot with gravel information. There are a lot of things to improve.”









Car #11. THIERRY NEUVILLE/MARTIJN WYDAEGHE (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
Leads by 1m12.5s. “There is no performance, I am not pushing at all. Just trying to get through. Honestly, it’s a big gift we can take home from here so we have absolutely no reason to take any risks and try anything. We wouldn’t have the pace to fight for anything today. We need to bring home the victory, it will be a big boost of motivation for myself and also for every single team member.” 

Car #29. YOHAN ROSSEL/ARNAUD DUNAND (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
“For the moment it’s so long, to be honest. We want this result for the team, for the band, for every person behind me, just keep focused and finish the day.”

Car #21. LÉO ROSSEL/GUILLAUME MERCOIRET (CITROËN C3 RALLY2)
“For me it’s correct. It’s really, really slippery, I don’t have a lot of grip. But I have soft tyres. For the moment all okay. I just have a little problem in my life, one brother and this is I think the best driver in WRC2 on Tarmac and gravel.”

Car #22. ROOPE KORHONEN/ANSSI VIINIKKA (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“Really tough and difficult. This was a bit better, but I struggled in some places and also understeer quite much in slow corners. That’s it, we have to improve.”

Car #28. NIKOLAY GRYAZIN/KONSTANTIN ALEKSANDROV (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
“For we changed the car a bit but I tried to push some… to give some pressure to the guys but on these fast stages there is nothing you can do, you cannot jump more, you cannot slide more because here you lose more than you gain so you need to be clean. Quite difficult in this stage, the middle part was really slippery, not like gravel, but I was not expecting this but the last part was super-nice. You need Hankook medium tyres for this stage.”

Car #30. ALEJANDRO CACHÓN (TOYOTA GT YARIS RALLY2)
“On a big cut there was a big hit in the front [left] tyre so I start to hear a strange noise, I don’t know. It did not give me good confidence for this downhill, also it was really fast. I’m going to check now if it is okay and try to catch [Korhonen].”

Car #23. ROBERTO DAPRÁ/LUCA GUGLIELMETTI (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“I thought that one right was a six-plus but it was a three-plus. So there is a big difference. Luckily we did it. I see the corner was impossible to be a six-plus because a six-plus needs to be flat for me and it was fifth gear. So three-plus we did it in third but a small misunderstanding, maybe he can do something better. In some places there was more dirt than I expected, still not a bad pace for the last day so we continue.”

Car #31. EMIL LINDHOLM/GABRIEL MORALES (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“It was bit dirty so we backed off and stayed out of the cuts to avoid any extra problems. It was a clean run. It seems like we’re in Canarias already.”

Car #27. TAYLOR GILL/DANIEL BRKIC (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“A little bit more [sideways action] than anticipated that is for sure. Sometimes you need a bit of full lock, full throttle and no dramas. It’s really nice now I’m starting to get into a rhythm and be a bit more in-sync with it.”

Car #36. KAJETAN KAJETANOWICZ/MACIEJ SZCZEPANIAK (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“They are quite fast at the end and this one also at the beginning. Five seconds is not a drama.”

Car #32. ROMET JÜRGENSON/SIIM OJA (FORD FIESTA RALLY2)
“The beginning was really good, I think I was on it. But then I made a couple of mistakes and then lost all the confidence for the rest of it so the second part was definitely awkward. I felt good but then messed it up.”







Car #26. ANDREAS MIKKELSEN/JØRN LISTERUD (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“It’s just… are one and a half minutes to the front and no one behind so just brining the car home for the team points, there’s nothing to do really. Beautiful views.”

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
https://www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiaRally/
https://www.instagram.com/croatiarally/
https://x.com/croatia_rally
https://www.youtube.com/@CroatiaRally
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