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STAGE FLASH

Date:			9 April 2026
Day: 			1					Flash N°:	1
Special stage:	Shakedown				Distance:	3.44 km
Weather:		Dry and sunny	
Road conditions:	Largely clean but gravel being pulled out in places
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Car #33. ELFYN EVANS/SCOTT MARTIN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Leader of the FIA World Rally Championship after three rounds and the Croatia Rally winner in 2023, Evans is first to tackle the 3.44-kilometre Shakedown stage. He takes 2m19.1s to complete his first run. “Let see how it is. Obviously, it’s been a while since we have been on dry Tarmac now. Quite a tricky stage, very fast downhill to start, [but] all okay. I think [road position] will only help, there is a lot of cutting so let’s see.” 

Car #99. OLIVER SOLBERG/ELLIOTT EDMONDSON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Winner of the season-opening Rallye Monte-Carlo, Solberg’s time is a 2m17.7s, making him the fastest driver following the first run of Shakedown. “[The conditions] can be whatever for me, it doesn’t matter. First time… obviously I know this car very well when it’s tricky conditions. For me maybe that would be better. But it’s very important, also this weekend, to have some really racing conditions to learn the car for Canarias and all these rallies, that will be important to get up to speed with the car. But it’s the first time in proper dry conditions like this, very different, that’s for sure, especially from Africa to this. But the feeling is not so bad, I’m happy.”

Car #18. TAKAMOTO KATSUTA/AARON JOHNSTON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Fresh from winning Safari Rally Kenya last month, Katsuta’s first run through Shakedown is a 2m18.6s. “It was quite nice three weeks but a few days after Kenya, straight away we have to focus for this rally, small celebration and then focus for this rally. It’s going to be a tricky rally as always this one, in my opinion the most challenging rally on the calendar for a Tarmac rally. I will try my best of course, it will be interesting especially on the Saturday stages with a lot of cutting. It will be a big challenge.”

Car #16. ADRIEN FOURMAUX/ALEXANDRE CORIA (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
The first Hyundai-powered driver to tackle Shakedown clocks a 2m19.7s effort. “It is always a special event to come here in Croatia for the team but also for myself, I did my debut in the top class in 2021 here. Actually, it’s always nice. It’s a very different location now , you can really enjoy the se and the beautiful landscape, a different type of profile for the road, I think it is a good combo for the rally for let’s see.”

Car #5. SAMI PAJARI/MARKO SALMINEN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
With back-to-back podiums prior to Croatia Rally, Pajari’s first run through Shakedown takes the Finn 2m21.2s. “I really hope so [we can target another podium]. It feels really nice and not so aggressive approach on the Shakedown, but the feeling is really, really nice and I enjoyed it a lot. It will be really proper Tarmac action and you will need some big balls tomorrow morning straight away, let’s see what we can do.”

Car #11. THIERRY NEUVILLE/MARTIJN WYDAEGHE (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
Searching for his first podium of the 2026 WRC season, the 2024 world champion is second quickest after the first run of Shakedown in a time of 2m18.5s. “It will be a bit of a surprise for us after the first couple of stages to see where we are. I think in stage two and stage three the conditions are not in our favour, let’s see. We will work a bit on the car now and throughout the weekend we need to find the feeling and the performance, it needs to be fast here, it’s a very tricky event, I like the stages, the new roads are beautiful and hopefully we get everything matched together. [Stage two and three is] a lot of gravel alongside the road and it will be very dirty after one or two cars already, the times will be dropping.”





 

Car #95. JON ARMSTRONG/SHANE BYRNE (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
The winner of Croatia Rally when it formed the deciding round of the 2025 FIA European Rally Championship, Armstrong completes his first Shakedown run in 2m20.9s. “It’s nice to be coming to a rally as the winner from the last time, that’s for sure. Okay, it would have been a bit more easy if it was the same route as last year but there are still some really good stages but definitely more smooth stages as well, which are a bit more… let’s say you have to manage the tyre wear a bit more. It should be quite interesting, there’s a lot of variety and I’m looking forward to getting stuck in.”

Car #55. JOSH McERLEAN/EOIN TREACY (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
Competing Croatia Rally for the first time and on the back of a challenging start to the 2026 WRC season, McErlean’s first Shakedown effort is a 2m22.2s. “It’s going to be quite different for us. Every stage you go there’s something else. We’re just trying to find a good feeling, trying to build the confidence after a tricky start to the year. Already on this stage I didn’t think there would be so much gravel coming out in places, this was the cleaner run.”

Car #20. HAYDEN PADDON/JOHN KENNARD (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
Back on WRC duty after missing the events in Sweden and Kenya, Croatia Rally rookie Paddon took 2m20.4s to complete his first pass of the Shakedown stage. “Obviously looking forward to the rally, it’s new challenge. Feels like while since Monte and obviously very different stages, much more up my alley, feeling much more comfortable in the car so we’ve just got to get a grip for it. For sure our road position won’t help tomorrow but we have to play the long game over the whole rally.” 

Car #21. LÉO ROSSEL/GUILLAUME MERCOIRET (CITROËN C3 RALLY2)
One of the three drivers topping the WRC2 standings following his Rallye Monte-Carlo victory, Rossel’s first charge through Shakedown is a 2m27.0s. “I’m really happy to be back in WRC after Monte. Now it’s a rally with big, big challenge. The grip is always difficult and a lot of change. This week a lot of drivers are fast in WRC2 and I like this, I like the fight.”

Car #22. ROOPE KORHONEN/ANSSI VIINIKKA (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
Joint championship leader Korhonen prepared for Croatia Rally by winning the Quattro River Rally, a national-level event in the country last month. His first Shakedown time was a 2m30.0s. “Really difficult, I think this is the more challenging rally for us this year but let’s see. We did a really good test last week. I heard some weird noise before the last corner so I took couple of last corners quite carefully, otherwise it was a nice run.”

Car #23. ROBERTO DAPRÁ/LUCA GUGLIELMETTI (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
Dapra’s first Shakedown time is a 2m26.8s. “The target, I don’t know, I don’t have a main target, for sure we will try to do our best. We are very happy for the result of Monte-Carlo, but we need to still keep working on ourself and improve. It will be tricky, for sure it will be a really tough race, we will see.”

Car #24. ARTHUR PELAMOURGUES/BASTIEN POUGET (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY2)
Making his Croatia Rally debut and boosted by his WRC2 podium finish on Rallye Monte-Carlo, Pelamourgues’ opening Shakedown effort is a 2m29.5s. “We did it, it’s good to be back in the car, it’s going to be a good week I hope, that’s it.”

Car #25. ERIC CAMILLI/THIBAULT DE LA HAYE (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
Camilli clocks a 2m26.0s on run one of Shakedown. “Let’s see this weekend, I hope, it’s high competition this weekend, very high, let’s see. This is a good start and I enjoy.”







Car #26. ANDREAS MIKKELSEN/JØRN LISTERUD (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
The double WRC2 champion sets the category pace on his first Shakedown run, a 2m25.1s. “It’s going to be… it’s gravel everywhere, I thought this stage was going to be very clean. Seems like everyone is trying to find the little gravel they can. Car feels nice, it’s going to be a tricky weekend ahead, very tricky stages. Croatia is not normally my favourite but new rally this year so hopefully that will give us some luck. We had a clean run, for sure we can go a lot faster but you don’t know for now.”

Car #27. TAYLOR GILL/DANIEL BRKIC (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
After towing his rally car from Finland to Croatia via a stop in Italy in his efforts to save his minimal budget, Junior WRC runner-up Gill – and the ERC3 winner in Croatia last season – posts a first Shakedown time of 2m29.8s. “We drove about 3000 kilometres from Finland to Italy to take the car to the Delta team, they put the Tarmac kit in, then we drove to Croatia to do the rally so it’s been quite the trip. It’s probably been a good sleeping experience for me, Dan did most of the driving so I can’t take much credit. I’ve no idea [what I can do this weekend], I’m going to drive according to our feeling and try to improve step by step.”

NOTES
Oliver Solberg records the fastest time on the first run through Shakedown to mark Croatia Rally’s return to the FIA World Rally Championship after a season away hosting the FIA European Rally Championship. Thierry Neuville goes second fastest with Safari Rally Kenya winner Takamoto Katsuta completing the initial top three ahead of the second run. A full Shakedown report will be published later.

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
https://www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiaRally/
https://www.instagram.com/croatiarally/
https://x.com/croatia_rally
https://www.youtube.com/@CroatiaRally
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