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STAGE FLASH

Date:			10 April 2026
Day: 			2					Flash N°:	5
Special stage:	SS4					Distance:	11.75 km
Weather:		Dry and sunny	
Road conditions:	Clean road surface
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Car #18. TAKAMOTO KATSUTA/AARON JOHNSTON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“This is one of the stages with less cuts. It is going to be quite crazy as there has been many things happen already in this rally."

Car #16. ADRIEN FOURMAUX/ALEXANDRE CORIA (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“I’m happy to be at the end of the loop because we didn’t have any spare wheel. So we had to manage the pace, risk of puncture, I’m happy how we managed it. Very a shame for the puncture but the rally is still long. I had a clean stage. I was really trying to be consistent, it seems to be working.”

Car #5. SAMI PAJARI/MARKO SALMINEN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
Pajari wins the stage to extend his Croatia Rally lead to 8.4s at the completion of the morning loop. “Maybe not the position I was expecting after the first loop but I’m not complaining. Really nice feeling on this stage. I still feel I need to improve on the other stages, so bloody long way to go, it’s too soon to say anything more. It’s not easy, but I was confident, we had a good plan to go with the hard tyre. I think finally it was not so different if you had a hard or soft, but I am still happy with the choice.”

Car #11. THIERRY NEUVILLE/MARTIJN WYDAEGHE (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“It’s the car balance, those stages are a real struggle for me. I just don’t get it, understeering like hell. On the uphill the rear wheel is spinning so I never get the rotation to get the corner exit, it’s all the time the same. But we are in a good position at the moment, we want to be fighting so we carry on.: 

Car #95. JON ARMSTRONG/SHANE BYRNE (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
Understeers off on a left-hander corner 4.2 kilometres into the stage and stops with right-rear damage.

Car #55. JOSH McERLEAN/EOIN TREACY (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
“It is quite satisfying to get through the loop. It’s obviously a shame to see Jon stopped, he did the perfect job all year. As soon as we see that we thought we’d manage it back to service because obviously we’re with the same tyre package and, at that point, you start to doubt things. I don’t think anyone knows [what the weather will do this weekend].”

Car #20. HAYDEN PADDON/JOHN KENNARD (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“I didn’t expect to see that many cars parked up and there were not that many Rally1 cars to begin with. Not so good but trying to do what we can to keep it on the road in difficult conditions. It’s a confidence rally at the moment, you need to have confidence with the car and the grip. Let’s see if we can make some changes and find a little more confidence this afternoon.” 

Car #21. LÉO ROSSEL/GUILLAUME MERCOIRET (CITROËN C3 RALLY2)
“All okay for the moment, clean road, clean driving, we will see what the time is, it’s all good.”










Car #22. ROOPE KORHONEN/ANSSI VIINIKKA (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“This kind of clean Tarmac roads I struggle with my driving style and my confidence.”

Car #23. ROBERTO DAPRÁ/LUCA GUGLIELMETTI (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“Not easy, for sure a big disappointment for us [with the puncture on SS3]. Now we just need to keep focused and try to continue like this and hope not to puncture again and let’s see.”

Car #24. ARTHUR PELAMOURGUES/BASTIEN POUGET (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY2)
“After the previous one, it’s okay, we are here and let’s see for the future.”

Car #25. ERIC CAMILLI/THIBAULT DE LA HAYE (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“To be honest it’s not so bad actually. On this stage I couldn’t do a lot better on soft tyres, it was not the best choice for this stage. But, anyhow, it’s not a bad morning, I had to adapt to the car and discover it step by step. My only problem is the others, they start very fast on the first stage. Let’s see for this afternoon.”

Car #26. ANDREAS MIKKELSEN/JØRN LISTERUD (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“It was not the perfect stage for the soft tyres but I did my best. We were pushing hard to be honest in that one. I had a lot of understeer. On this type of racing stage… we really tried to push but with these tyres I was struggling a lot. A lot can still happen, that’s what’s keeping me up at the moment.”

Car #27. TAYLOR GILL/DANIEL BRKIC (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“Pretty tricky to be fair, kind of struggling to find a rhythm. We had a puncture in the second stage and then the third stage was just full of distractions. That stage was just finishing the loop and then we need to reset for the afternoon.”

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
https://www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiaRally/
https://www.instagram.com/croatiarally/
https://x.com/croatia_rally
https://www.youtube.com/@CroatiaRally
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