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STAGE FLASH

Date:			10 April 2026
Day: 			2					Flash N°:	6
Special stage:	SS5 (Vodice - Brest)			Distance:	14.12 km
Weather:		Dry and sunny	
Road conditions:	Gravel sections throughout the stage
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Car #18. TAKAMOTO KATSUTA/AARON JOHNSTON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“I don't need to change anything. It's quite a long weekend still, just to find a good pace. Avoiding punctures and mistakes, then it's already quite good. I avoided cuts and went out of the line a bit, not risking taking punctures."

Car #16. ADRIEN FOURMAUX/ALEXANDRE CORIA (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“The target is to avoid any risk, any puncture and just drive a clean stage. But even with this there is some tricky places with a lot of dirt on the road already. We just try to make our best to catch a position and we will see. It’s still a long rally. The feeling in the car is okay.”

Car #5. SAMI PAJARI/MARKO SALMINEN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“Obviously it’s quite messy in there but okay, very nice clean drive. I just tried to keep some flow like we have now. If the pace is enough like this then we should be very fine.”

Car #11. THIERRY NEUVILLE/MARTIJN WYDAEGHE (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“Medium, we can improve. Generally, not 100 per cent comfortable, especially with these corner combinations. I always need to put the car straight between the corners, I cannot choose the line. It was okay but it can be better. Generally, the grip was quite constant with a few slippery corners we knew from this morning so no real surprises.”

Car #55. JOSH McERLEAN/EOIN TREACY (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
“It’s quite tricky, it’s my first time with the hard tyre as well. It’s difficult to manage, it’s interesting. It’s nice to gain some positions but you have to keep on fighting and it’s only Friday.”

Car #20. HAYDEN PADDON/JOHN KENNARD (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“To be honest it seemed a lot easier. When you go into it knowing what to expect a little bit mor, understanding where the pollution is, helps. I’m not pushing to the max, there’s still some safety margin that we need but I’m still pushing to keep confident. Five seconds behind my team-mate is not too bad, we’re well on target. We definitely improved the car in service and it feels a lot easier.”

Car #21. LÉO ROSSEL/GUILLAUME MERCOIRET (CITROËN C3 RALLY2)
“I think it’s more easier after this morning but my stage is not perfect, I don’t know why. I don’t know if it’s hard or soft, what is perfect for this stage.”

Car #22. ROOPE KORHONEN/ANSSI VIINIKKA (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“Quite clean run for us, maybe too careful in some gravel places but otherwise quite okay.”

Car #23. ROBERTO DAPRÁ/LUCA GUGLIELMETTI (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“Very dirty, more than expect, but the most difficult thing is going to happen in the next two stages. For sure we will try to avoid other punctures and we will try to do our best and be as fast as we can in the stages but not push too much.”







Car #24. ARTHUR PELAMOURGUES/BASTIEN POUGET (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY2)
“That was complicated. We did the same time as this morning, but it’s more dirty, I don’t know. Me I’m happy, but the time I don’t know. Now we have to do our job.”

Car #25. ERIC CAMILLI/THIBAULT DE LA HAYE (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“I thought the time could be a bit better to be honest, I hardly pushed and I’m probably the only guy on hard tyres, I don’t know, maybe it was not the best choice, let’s see. It’s not so easy.”

Car #26. ANDREAS MIKKELSEN/JØRN LISTERUD (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“It’s not so much you can do on the Tarmac. We’re driving at a good pace, trying to stay away from more trouble. An okay pace, it’s fine. I was a bit surprised that the hard was working so well in the morning so we’re trying, let’s see. The feeling was quite nice, the balance was quite good so let’s see.”

Car #27. TAYLOR GILL/DANIEL BRKIC (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“I spun on a really slow right-hander and it was quite narrow and I had to do a fight-point turn. Bit of a shame because it was pretty decent up until then, better than this morning. Anyway, something to build on. I just had to be careful not to reverse off the edge of the road.”

Car #28. NIKOLAY GRYAZIN/KONSTANTIN ALEKSANDROV (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
“I have the best team-mate I think from the pace side, it seems like the season is going to be really fun if we fight in each race like this. It’s good to have him, really I appreciate to be in one team with drivers you can learn from. Also he can learn from my side, I hope we will stay friends.”

Car #29. YOHAN ROSSEL/ARNAUD DUNAND (LANCIA YPSILON RALLY2 HF)
“It was tricky, I don’t push to the maximum. It was a clean stage but it’s very dirty at some places and it’s still long. It’s nice [to battle with Nikolay], he’s a cool guy. We need to work together to improve the car and also the team. We are in a nice place.”

Car #30. ALEJANDRO CACHÓN/BORJA ROZADA (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“Tricky conditions but now I am much more comfortable with the car than in the morning. So let’s try to build the confidence again with the car and let’s see. The next two stages are tricky with lots of cuts so let’s cross fingers to don’t have a puncture. I am trying to be careful, I want to score points, the championship is still long. It’s the first event so keep relaxed.”

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
https://www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiaRally/
https://www.instagram.com/croatiarally/
https://x.com/croatia_rally
https://www.youtube.com/@CroatiaRally
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