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STAGE FLASH

Date:			10 April 2026
Day: 			2					Flash N°:	7
Special stage:	SS6 (Lake Butoniga - Motovun)	Distance:	13.78 km
Weather:		Dry and sunny	
Road conditions:	Gravel on the road in multiple sections
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Car #18. TAKAMOTO KATSUTA/AARON JOHNSTON (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“Quite messy, but I expected worse. The next one is going to be quite challenging.”

Car #16. ADRIEN FOURMAUX/ALEXANDRE CORIA (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“It was a very messy stage to be fair. I had the feeling it was the first pass for us. 
So many things are happening 

Car #5. SAMI PAJARI/MARKO SALMINEN (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY1)
“Controlling would be way too soon at the moment, but of course, at the same time, I’m trying to balance on not taking stupid risks but of course I try to keep some good pace. It was still quite comfortable but the stage is not so easy, otherwise I’m quite okay with that. I think everyone will be doing the best we can, that’s what rallying is about.”

Car #11. THIERRY NEUVILLE/MARTIJN WYDAEGHE (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
Neuville takes the stage win to move within 7.4s of leader Pajari. “That’s nice. I said to Martijn I think it was a good stage when we crossed the finish line. It felt like I was not struggling too much with the car balance. I think we got everything right, a couple of places you could go faster of course but it’s good. Progressively we get the feeling again, we’re working in the right way. It’s not exactly where we want to be yet but the progress is there, that’s important. We changed the springs at the front, we changed the diff, we did some clicks now to adapt to the condition and my driving style. I’m always very smooth and try to be very clean. But if the car doesn’t turn it doesn’t work so we need to adapt the car to my driving.”

Car #55. JOSH McERLEAN/EOIN TREACY (FORD PUMA RALLY1)
“A lot of loose, but it is what it is. It's sill a nice stage when you’re trying to keep your rhythm. It’s getting there. Still not where we want, but sure we're moving up."

Car #20. HAYDEN PADDON/JOHN KENNARD (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY1)
“We’re making steps in the right direction for sure, the more we improve the car the more comfortable we get. Even though the conditions are trickier I’m feeling the grip a bit more. There are not many big risks. Compared to this morning it feels more at easy. If we can keep this progress up it’s good.”

Car #21. LÉO ROSSEL/GUILLAUME MERCOIRET (CITROËN C3 RALLY2)
“I think my stage was really clean. The road is very dirty so it’s correct for the moment. I have two hard and two soft tyres. ”

Car #22. ROOPE KORHONEN/ANSSI VIINIKKA (TOYOTA GR YARIS RALLY2)
“Three softs and one hard and I think it works in these conditions quite well. Really nice run, I like when we have gravel on the road.”










Car #23. ROBERTO DAPRÁ/LUCA GUGLIELMETTI (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“It seems that Korhonen did a very good stage time. For sure I think it was a bit better than this morning. We just try to keep our pace and not do any mistakes. We will see for the next one but the time is pretty good.”

Car #24. ARTHUR PELAMOURGUES/BASTIEN POUGET (HYUNDAI i20 N RALLY2)
“That was good. I did a mistake but we did a really good stage and that’s crazy.”

Car #25. ERIC CAMILLI/THIBAULT DE LA HAYE (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“It was not an easy stage but I think we had a good push. I really enjoyed the car. The tyre was working a bit better.”

Car #26. ANDREAS MIKKELSEN/JØRN LISTERUD (ŠKODA FABIA RS RALLY2)
“I’m quite happy with the balance, we had hards on the front and softs on the rear, not so bad. But a lot of uphill here with a lot of gravel maybe that’s where [Korhonen’s soft tyre package is] making the difference. It was a good stage for me.”

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
https://www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiaRally/
https://www.instagram.com/croatiarally/
https://x.com/croatia_rally
https://www.youtube.com/@CroatiaRally
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