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PRESS RELEASE 1
Croatia confirmed as host of the WRC in April 2021
We will host one of the most attractive sports events in the world from April 22 to 25, 2021, and the race will start and finish in Zagreb
Zagreb, October 9, 2020 - The World Motorsport Council, the FIA ​​World Automobile Federation council, confirmed today that Croatia Rally is included in the World Rally Championship (WRC) calendar for 2021. Croatia will host one of the most attractive sports events in the world from April 22 to 25, 2021. 

The start and finish of the rally will be in Zagreb, and it will be held on the local roads of Zagreb, Karlovac, and Krapina-Zagorje counties. Eight hundred thirty-six million viewers who watched the WRC last year illustrate the best how attractive these races are.  The clubs holding the Croatia Rally are D.T. Motorsport from Poreč and Cro Dakar Team from Zagreb, with the Croatian Automobile & Karting Federation’s support.

The President of the World Automobile Federation, Jean Todt, also congratulated Croatia on being the host: "This is a special day for Croatia and I want to congratulate the Croatian Automobile & Karting Federation and its president Davorin Štetner on the continuous development which is the result of dedicated work. The support of the Croatian Government and the Mayor of Zagreb have allowed for a successful entry into the calendar for next season, and I would like to thank them for that. I appreciate their help and dedication. I thank everyone and wish you a successful first edition of the WRC Croatia Rally in 2021. I hope to be with you and personally celebrate this great achievement that is excellent for your country. In the meantime, stay safe and healthy."

The World Rally Championship coming to Croatia is excellent news for all motorsport fans in the region. In 2019, 836 million spectators saw the WRC, and 13 races attracted more than 4 million on site spectators. About 1,500 accredited journalists reported from the competition. Almost 9,860 hours of TV programs have been produced, which are broadcast in more than 150 countries worldwide. The WRC has had a significant trend of growing popularity over the last seven years. The implementation of new television technologies helped this with the creative use of footage from helicopters and drones. 

"This was literally a fight of 11 rounds, and now the most important one awaits us, the organizational-logistical one. Nevertheless, the feeling is great because the WRC is, along with Formula 1, the most prestigious octane competition globally, and only selected countries can host this spectacle. In addition to the sports part, we plan many side events, such as a large economic and investment forum, because the sport is first and foremost big business. I am proud and grateful to everyone involved in this complex process! We will show Croatia in the best light and mark 115 years of car racing in Croatia in the best possible way!", concluded the president of the Croatian Automobile & Karting Federation Davorin Štetner. 
"After the European Rally Championship in my hometown of Poreč seven years ago, I came up with the idea to bring the WRC to Croatia. With my partner and colleague Marin Frčko and with the advice of Zrinko Gregurek, a member of the WMSC, we started working on the WRC project back in 2014. That is why today I am delighted that the day has finally arrived when we can officially confirm that this prestigious race is coming to us. This is not just a sports competition but also a fantastic opportunity to present Croatia and its tourist offer. The indirect profit of the project through media effects is more than 40 million euros. It significantly exceeds the total annual investment in the promotion of Croatia and Croatian tourism. On the other hand, Croatia offers the WRC new challenging tracks in a beautiful environment, the concept of a race with more than 300 kilometers of special stages, an excellent eno-gastronomic offer with glamor and entertainment", emphasizes the president of the Organizing Committee of Croatia Rally Daniel Šaškin.
About WRC:

The World Rally Championship is a top sporting event, bringing a symbiosis of high technology and drivers' skills. It is a dramatic race where every tenth of a second is important, which requires maximum concentration and precision from the crew. The tough competition combines the speed, technology, and reliability of the world's leading car manufacturers, accompanied by well-coordinated teams headed by the world's best drivers, helped by cool heads and calm voices of the world's most capable co-drivers. The WRC is a global challenge characterized by courage, passion, endurance, and the ability to adapt to constant changes in the environment and the unpredictability of driving conditions.

WRC ratings in figures (data for the 2019 season)

	Online viewing
	Spectators at 13 races
	Hours of TV broadcast
	Total TV audience
	Television markets

	1.4+ billion
	4+ million
	9860 hours
	836 million
	150+ countries
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